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Authority 
 
 
 
 

The publisher, author and/or 
source are established 
authorities on the subject. The 
work is scholarly or academic 
in nature and often cited by 
other researchers. 

The publisher, author and/or 
source are not as highly 
regarded.  The work may have 
been written for a popular or 
inexpert audience.  Work may 
contain citations and 
references but is nevertheless 
less likely to be cited by other 
researchers. 

The publisher, author, 
and/or source are looked 
down upon by experts in the 
field.  The work is not cited 
by other researchers. 

Objectivity 
 
 
 
 

Tone is neutral and scholarly.  
Facts are presented without 
words that are meant to stir 
your emotions. The source 
cites other sources that agree 
with it as well as those which 
do not.  Rebuttals are made 
with evidence, not personal 
attacks.  

Source is neutral in tone but 
does not cite sources with 
differing views or refute them 
appropriately. Tone may be 
persuasive, for instance, a call 
to action. 

Tone is persuasive, language 
displays bias, and 
presentation of points is 
one-sided. 

Timeliness 
 
 

Source is relevant to the time 
period you intend to discuss.  

Source is somewhat out of the 
range of time you intend to 
discuss; however, it may still be 
relevant in describing context 
or outcomes . 

Source is untimely and 
irrelevant.  

 
 

Relation to Other 
Sources 

 
 
 
 

Source is in broad agreement 
with other sources written by 
experts in the field. OR, source 
disagrees with them but 
provides clear, documented, 
verifiable evidence to the 
contrary.  Remember that 
extraordinary claims require 
extraordinary evidence! 

Source may agree or disagree 
with other sources accepted in 
the discipline but does not 
contain a list of works 
consulted or cited. 

Source is an outlier among 
experts in the field and 
provides flawed, outdated, 
previously disproven, or 
unverified/unverifiable 
evidence. 

 
 

 

   

    

    

    

    

12-10   This looks like a great source to use! 
9-7       This may be a good source to use, as long as you provide some caveats and disclaimers. 
6-4        This is not a good source to use! 


